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HOWDEN  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Iiowden  Rural  District  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

I submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  December  3 1st, 
1925. 


1.  Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (acres)  70,179,  about  116  sq.  miles. 

Population  (census  1921  — 12,636)  estimated  1925 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  2,997. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers,  2,997.  (There  are 
several  instances  of  married  sons  or  daughters  living  with 
parents  until  a house  can  be  obtained.) 

Rateable  value,  £119  065. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  £313/6/7. 

Amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief,  £1,980/10/2. 


Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the  Area. 

The  Rural  District  of  Howden  is  situate  at  the  south-west 
corner  of  the  East  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  north  of  the  River  Ouse, 
and,  after  the  junction  of  the  River  Ouse  with  the  Trent,  of  the 
Humber.  Its  greatest  length  from  east  to  west  is  16  miles,  and 
its  greatest  breadth  from  north  to  south  is  10  miles,  its  area  being 
70,179  acres.  It  is  co-extensive  with  the  Howden  Union  and 
Registration  District 

The  district  contains  in  all  41  townships  of  wThich  many  have 
but  a very  small  population.  The  largest  places  are  Howden  (a 
small  market  town)  and  the  villages  of  Holme-on-Spalding-Moor, 
Bubwith,  Hemingbrough,  Eastrington,  Wallingfen,  and  North  Cave. 

Howden  Rural  District  lies  in  the  flat  alluvial  plain,  the  Yale 
of  York  which  forms  the  centre  of  Yorkshire.  It  is  bounded  on 
the  south  by  the  Rivers  Humber  and  Ouse,  the  latter  of  which  is 
joined  by  the  River  Derwent  near  the  western  extremity  of  the 
district.  All  these  rivers  are  tidal  in  this  district.  At  the  eastern 
extremity  of  the  district  rises  the  escarpment  of  the  Chalk  formation 
which  constitutes  the  Yorkshire  Wolds.  A strip  of  undulating 
country  intervenes  between  the  Wolds  and  the  plain. 

The  land  is  intersected  with  dykes,  and  much  of  it  has  been 
reclaimed  from  the  fens  within  the  last  120  years.  Parts  of  the 
district  are  periodically  flooded,  and  there  are  other  places  which, 
unless  the  dykes  are  kept  free  from  silt,  are  in  danger  of  serious 
damage  from  floods. 


The  general  level  of  the  district  is  from  5ft.  to  15ft.  above 
O.D.,  except  near  the  Wolds  on  the  eastern  border  and  at  Holme- 
on-Spalding-Moor  where  there  is  a local  outcrop  of  Triassic  Red 
Marl  (Keuper  Marl).  The  village  of  Holme-on-Spalding-Moor 
stands  about  50ft.  above  O.D.,  but  a hill  adjoining  it  rises  to 
150ft.  above  0 D. 

Speaking  generally,  the  soil  consists  of  a clayey  silt,  locally 
known  as  “ warp.”  This  extends  down  for  a variable  depth, 
sometimes  as  much  as  10ft.  Much  of  the  land  near  the  rivers 
has  been  artificaliy  warped,  a process  which  consists  in  allowing 
the  silt-laden  river  water  to  flow  over  it  at  each  tide  for  a 
considerable  period,  by  which  means  a rich  deposit  of  silt  is  laid 
down  on  the  field. 

Underlying  the  warp  is  found  alluvial  clay,  with  or  without 
a superjacent  bed  of  sand,  to  a variable  depth,  averaging  perhaps 
50ft.  Belowr  the  clay  is  found  the  Trias,  first  Red  (Keuper  Marl) 
and  then  New  Red  Sandstone.  The  levels  at  which  the  Red 
Marl  and  New  Red  Sandstone  respectively  occur  are  not  accurately 
known,  but  the  general  dip  of  the  secondary  beds  from  the  Newr 
Red  to  the  chalk  is  eastward.  At  the  edge  of  the  great  escarpment 
of  the  chalk  which  runs  down  the  East  Riding  from  north  to  south 
there  is  an  outcrop  of  Kimmeridge  Clay,  with  here  and  there  a 
fringe  of  Oxford  Clay  with  Ivellaway  Sand.  Below  this  again 
are  the  limestones  and  shales  of  the  Lower  Oolite  and  Lias  series, 
the  latter  resting  on  the  Triassic  Red  Marl. 

The  population  is  almost  wholly  agricultural,  the  only  other 
industries  being  the  Ouse  Chemical  Works  and  a Shipyard  about 
a mile  out  of  Howden,  Brickyards  at  Wallingfen  and  Eastrington, 
a Flax-mill  and  Creosote  Works  at  Staddlethorpe. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Births 


) Legitimate 
j Illegitimate 

Birth-rate 


per 


M. 

120 

12 


F. 

Total  261 


1,000  population — 20  0. 


m.  f.  Total 

Deaths  at  all  ages  ...  63  74  137 

Death-rate  per  1,000  population — 10  5. 


M F. 

4 9 1 

1 3} 

Death-rate  per  1,000  births  registered — 65  T. 


T \ ,,  i , , ) Legitimate 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  age  ,LT1,  ... 

J b Illegitimate 


Total 

17 
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BIRTH-RATE  AND  DEATH-RATE  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 


Birth-rate  ^ 

1000 

total  population 

Annual  Death-rate 

^ 1000  population 

All  causes. 

Rate  p 1000  Births 

Total  Deaths 

under  one  year. 

England  and  Wales  ... 

18  3 

12*2 

75 

105  County  Boroughs  and  Great 

Towns,  including  London 

18-8 

12  2 

79 

157  Smaller  Towns  (1921  adjusted 

populations  200,000 — 500,000) 

18-3 

11*2 

74 

London 

18-0 

117 

67 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  YEAR 
Howden  Rural  District. 

1925. 

Causes  of  Death. 

M. 

F. 

All  Causes 

63 

74 

Measles 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

Diphtheria 

1 

Influenza 

4 

3 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

5 

9 

Other  Tuberculous  diseases 

O 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

6 

8 

Diabetes 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

4 

4 

Heart  Disease  ... 

5 

10 

Arterio-sclerosis 

2 

2 

Bronchitis 

4 

6 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

4 

2 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

2 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  ... 

1 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  two  years) 

2 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

1 

Acute  and  chronic  Nephritis 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  pregnancy  and 

3 

1 

parturition 

1 

Congenital  debility  and  malformation,  premature  birth 

1 

4 

Suicide 

1 

Other  deaths  from  violence 

3 

Other  defined  diseases  ... 

14 

17 
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Transferable  Deaths. — Three  residents  died  in  the  York 
Hospital,  two  in  Hull  Infirmary,  one  in  Leeds  Infirmary,  one  in 
Wakefield,  one  in  St.  Joseph’s  Home,  London,  and  one  in  the 
East  Riding  Asylum. 

Ten  died  in  the  Howden  Union  Infirmary. 

Fourteen  residents  died  between  the  ages  of  70  and  75  years, 
eighteen  were  between  75  and  80  years,  nineteen  between  80  and 
90  years,  and  five  were  over  90  years. 

Water. — The  supply  of  water  for  the  district  is  obtained 
from  many  sources. 

Stored  rain  water. — Most  houses  are  supplied  with  eave- 
spouting,  and  water  from  the  roofs  is  caught  in  tubs  or  stored  in 
cisterns.  Those  underground  are  mostly  made  of  bricks  and  mortar 
sometimes  lined  with  cement.  These  cisterns  are  generally  placed 
in  close  proximity  to  the  dwellings,  and  often  in  soil  more  or  less 
soaked  with  sewage.  Seeing  that  cracks  in  the  cement  and  gaps 
in  the  mortar  are  of  frequent  occurrence,  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that  much  of  the  stored  rain  water  is  liable  to  sewage  contamination. 

Shallow  wells  sunk  into  the  w7arp  and  lined  with  loose  bricks 
are  found  almost  everywhere  throughout  this  district,  some  being 
open  draw  wells,  and  some  w7orked  by  pumps.  These  are,  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  very  far  from  pure. 

Deep  Wells. — There  are  a few  of  these  in  the  district  but  the 
supply  of  w7ater  is  not  very  satisfactory.  Artesian  wells  exist  at 
Asselby,  Bubwith  and  Yokefieet.  The  well  at  Asselby  is  more 
than  200ft.  deep,  which  is  sunk  into  the  Keuper  Marl.  This  water 
is  ‘ laid  on  ’ by  pipes  to  Asselby,  Knedlington,  and  also  to  the 
Union  Workhouse  on  the  Knedlington  Road.  This  water  has 
a high  degree  of  permanent  hardness.  An  attempt  which  is 
partially  successful  is  made  to  aerate  the  water  and  oxidize  some 
of  the  iron  in  it  by  passing  it  over  gravel  through  a series  of 
perforated  pipes. 

Ponds  and  Pools. — At  Blacktoft,  Broomfleet,  Cotness,  Faxfleet, 
Spaldington,  Wallingfen  and  elsewhere,  pools  or  brick-ponds  of 
shallow  water  held  up  in  the  clayey  soil  are  resorted  to  for  drinking 
water.  This  becomes  stagnant  and  liable  to  contamination  by 
sewage. 

Water  Courses. — At  Broomfleet,  Howden,  Hotham,  Newport 
and  North  Cave  many  people  drink  from  becks  and  water  courses 
which  are  little  better  than  open  sewers. 

Springs  from  the  Chalk  and  Oolite. — At  Hotham  and  North 
Cave  which  are  on  the  edge  of  the  chalk  escarpment  springs  are 
available.  These  springs  are  liable  to  surface  pollution,  and  the 
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supply  is  not  of  a satisfactory  quality.  At  North  Cave  the  water 
from  a spring  is  caught  in  a well  200ft.  deep  known  as  “Quakers’ 
Well.”  This  is  liable  to  pollution  from  adjacent  dwellings  and  by 
surface  washings  in  rainy  weather. 

Water  brought  by  Rail. — At  Howden  North,  water  is  brought 
by  rail  from  Selby  by  the  L.N.E.R.  Co.  for  the  supply  of  the 
cottages  occupied  by  the  servants  who  work  on  the  line.  During 
the  past  summer,  water  was  brought  by  rail  to  Howden  South 
and  sold  in  the  town, 

All  inhabitants  are  cautioned  against  using  water  unless  boiled. 

Drainage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  general  low  level  of 
the  district  combined  with  the  absence  of  a water  supply,  makes 
the  problem  of  drainage  one  of  peculiar  difficulty.  The  gradients 
everywhere  are  very  low,  and  the  Ouse  and  Derwent  being  tidal 
rivers  in  their  passage  through  the  district,  floods  are  frequent,  and 
much  of  the  soil  is  water-logged  For  the  same  reason  the  soil  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  human  dwellings  is  permanently  soaked  with 
sewage. 

Howden  Town. — The  greater  part  of  the  Town  is  drained  by 
pipes  into  a sluggish  beck — the  Old  Derwent — which  runs  into  the 
Ouse.  For  about  half-a-mile  of  its  length  this  sewer  is  culverted 
in  bricks  and  passes  under  the  houses.  The  fall  in  the  Old 
Derwent  is  very  little,  1 — 800  or  in  some  places  not  more  than 
1—1100,  sewage  stagnates  on  its  sides  and  at  the  bottom,  and  in 
summer  particularly  the  beck  is  very  offensive.  It  is  usually  cleaned 
out  by  hand  once  a year  at  a special  charge  on  Howden  Town. 
The  only  means  of  flushing  the  Old  Derwent  is  by  taking  in  a 
tide  and  holding  it  up  until  low  water  when  it  is  discharged. 
When  this  is  done,  silt  mixed  with  sewage  is  backed  up  and 
deposited  in  the  further  end  of  the  drain,  and  floods  are  sometimes 
occasioned.  The  old  Derwent  takes  the  sewage  of  practically  all 
that  part  of  the  town  which  lies  to  the  south  side  of  Ilailgate 
The  houses  to  the  north  side  drain  into  a long  open  stagnant 
cesspool,  having  no  outlet,  known  as  Garter’s  Drain.  This  lies  at 
the  back  of  a number  of  houses  the  foundations  of  which  are 
constantly  bathed  in  the  liquid  sewage  which  it  contains.  The 
contents  of  this  open  cesspool  are  indescribably  foul  and  offensive 
and  as  the  windows  of  many  of  these  houses  open  immediately 
over  it,  the  occupants  suffer  greatly  from  this  grave  nuisance. 

Kilpin  Pike  has  a sewer  system  into  the  River  Ouse.  Heming- 
brough,  part  open  drainage  and  part  sewer  into  the  Ouse.  Breighton, 
part  into  ditches  and  part  into  the  River  Derwent.  Holme-on- 
Spalding-Moor,  by  pipes  into  open  drains.  Newport,  into  the 
canal,  disused  brick-ponds  and  ditches.  All  other  parts  are  drained 
by  pipes  into  open  ditches. 
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Disposal  and  Removal  of  Excrement  and  Refuse. — There 
are  a few  water  closets  in  the  better-class  houses  especially  in 
Howden,  flushed  by  rain  water  or  water  pumped  from  wells  into 
cisterns,  and  discharging  either  into  cesspools  which  are  emptied 
from  time  to  time,  or  directly  into  water  courses.  Except  for 
these,  the  privy-midden  system  prevails.  During  the  past  few 
years  many  of  these  middens  have  been  abolished  and  removable 
galvanized  iron  boxes  taken  their  place.  In  Howden  Town  and 
Kilpin  collection  of  refuse  is  let  by  contract  and  removed  weekly. 
In  all  other  parts  of  the  district  the  work  is  carried  out  by  the 
occupiers  of  the  houses.  There  are  at  present  about  1,801  privy- 
middens,  907  pail  closets,  and  72  water  closets  in  the  district. 
103  conversions  from  privy-middens  to  pail  closets  have  been  made 
since  1920. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE 

DISTRICT. 

Hospitals. 

Tuberculosis.  — This  hospital  is  situated  at  Raywell — the 
County  Council  Sanatorium. 

Maternity. — No  hospital  for  these  cases  The  Howden  Union 
Infirmary,  in  Howden  Town,  which  is  kept  up  by  the  rates,  is 
used  for  poor  mothers  and  also  for  the  sick  poor. 

Children  and  residents  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  sent 
to  York,  Leeds,  Hull,  and  St.  Anne’s  Home,  Bridlington.  Patients 
are  conveyed  by  train  which  is  rather  a serious  expense  to  those 
who  are  not  fortunate  enough  to  get  the  loan  of  a motor  car. 

Fever. — Howden  Isolation  Hospital.  This  is  situated  about 
a mile  from  Howden  Town,  and  kept  up  by  the  rates.  It  is 
a thoroughly  up-to-date  Hospital  for  Infectious  and  Contagious 
Diseases.  The  staff  consists  of  a Matron,  with  Assistant  Nurses 
and  servants.  A motor  ambulance  is  kept  for  the  removal  of  cases. 

Measles. — These  cases  are  not  notifiable  in  this  district  and 
are  nursed  at  home. 

Small-pox. — The  Rural  District  joins  with  the  County  Council 
in  their  Small-pox  Hospital  at  Shipton  outside  the  district. 

Welfare  Work. — A small  private  centre  is  held  in  Howden 
Town  by  a few  ladies. 

Midwuves.  — Only  one  in  the  district,  residing  in  Howden 
Town,  and  working  under  a Committee  of  Ladies.  The  County 
Council  make  a grant  of  £45  to  secure  her  services  as  Health 
Visitor  for  the  town  and  a 3-mile  radius  The  Rural  District 
also  make  a grant  for  her  services  to  the  sick  poor  in  their  homes. 
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Daring  the  year  33  confinements  were  attended  without  a 
doctor,  and  one  with  a doctor.  76  health  visits  were  paid  to 
mothers  with  babies,  37  visits  to  expectant  mothers.  120  visits 
to  infants  under  1 year  of  age,  298  visits  to  children  2 years’ 
old,  217  visits  to  those  between  1 and  5 years.  31  visits  were 
made  to  illegitimate  children.  Judging  from  the  work  carried 
on  in  Howden  by  the  Midwife,  it  would  be  an  advantage  if  other 
villages  had  the  same  benefits. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

For  the  past  two  years  we  have  had  a tremendous  decrease 
in  two  of  the  most  prevalent  notifiable  diseases,  viz.  — Scarlet 
Fever  and  Diphtheria.  In  the  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  2 were  due 
to  contact,  and  the  others  were  isolated  cases.  One  child 

belonged  to  a large  family,  and  no  doubt  owing  to  its  being 

immediately  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  no  further  cases 

occurred  in  the  house. 

TABLE  SHOWING  NUMBER  OF  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS 
AND  CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  FROM  1920—1925. 
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26 
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21 

29 

10 

3 

2 

2 

* • • 

50 

3 

1922 
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1 

6 
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39 
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1921 
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1 

1 
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10 
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1 

8 

. . . 

• • . 

12 

... 

13 
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Diphtheria. — Seven  contacts  were  due  to  the  first  case,  and 
mostly  amongst  the  children  of  one  class  at  school.  The  County 
Medical  Officer  closed  the  school  for  a week,  when  it  was  dis- 
infected by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  well  cleaned.  If  suspected 
throats  were  examined  at  once  and  not  allowed  in  school,  it  would 
be  a great  prevention  of  infection,  but  unfortunately,  parents  do 
not  wish  to  incur  the  expense  of  medical  attention  until  the 
mischief  has  been  done.  Carriers  are  sent  into  hospital,  and  m 
some  cases  contacts  are  also  isolated  in  hospital. 

Pneumonia. — This  occurred  in  all  forms  and  at  all  ages,  and 
all  isolated  cases.  There  were  four  deaths. 

Chicken-pox  was  again  made  notifiable  on  account  of  Small- 
pox in  Hull,  and  were  mild  cases. 

Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary. — Fourteen  primary  cases  were 
notified  during  the  year,  nine  proving  fatal.  Only  one  case  received 
Sanatorium  treatment.  It  is  a great  mistake  to  allow  patients 
suffering  from  this  disease  to  remain  at  home  and  run  the  risk 
of  infecting  others.  Advanced  cases  should  be  isolated  to  the 
end. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New 

Notified  : M 8 ; 

Cases 

F 6 

Deaths 

4 M ; 5 F 

AGES 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1 to  5 

5 to  10 

10  to  15 

1 

1 

1 

15  to  20 

1 

2 

2 

20  to  35 

3 

2 

1 

2 

35  to  45 

1 

1 

1 

1 

45  to  65 

1 

1 

65  years  (over) 

1 

1 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1925. 
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DIPHTHERIA  ...  ...  8 

Deaths  ...  1 

SCARLET  FEVER  ...  ...  4 

Deaths  ...  Nil 

PNEUMONIA  ...  ...  12 

Deaths  ...  4 

CHICKEN-POX  ...  ...  8 
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On  the  removal  to  hospital  of  infectious  cases,  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  carries  out  the  disinfection  of  the  room,  and  supplies 
disinfectants  to  the  people  for  the  washing  of  clothes  and  rooms. 
Clothes  worn  by  children  sent  in  to  hospital  are  disinfected  by 
steam.  We  have  no  means  of  disinfecting  beds. 

Howden  Isolation  Hospital. — During  the  past  year,  8 cases 
of  Diphtheria  (1  fatal),  4 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  2 cases  of 
Pneumonia,  and  one  case  of  suspected  Typhoid  were  nursed. 
Before  discharging  the  Diphtheria  patients,  three  consecutive 
negative  swabs  must  be  obtained. 

Vaccines  and  Anti-toxin  for  Diphtheria  are  provided  free  by 
the  Rural  District  Council  to  all  Medical  Practitioners. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out 
by  the  Clinical  Research,  London,  and  are  paid  conjointly  by  the 
Rural  District  Council  and  County  Council. 

Schools. — The  sanitarv  conditions  of  the  schools  are  favourable, 

•j  ^ 

the  water  supply  is  untreated  rain  water.  All  absentees  from  school 
suffering  from  any  infectious  or  contagious  disease,  are  notified  by 
the  teachers  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  action  is  taken  at 
once  should  the  case  be  one  requiring  isolation  treatment.  The 
Medical  Inspection  and  Health  Visiting  are  under  the  County 
Council. 

The  following  schools  were  closed  during  the  year  for  infectious 
diseases  : — Hotham  and  Blacktoft  for  Influenza,  Hemingbrough  and 
Foggathorpe  for  Measles,  Howden  Church  of  England  (Infants’)  for 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough,  Laxton  for  Diphtheria. 

Common  Lodging-houses.  — There  are  3 registered  houses  in 
the  district.  Thirty-six  visits  were  paid  to  them  during  the  year. 

Workshops  and  Factories  — These  are  all  small  and  adjoin 
the  dwelling-houses  and  shops.  The  sanitary  arrangements  are 
satisfactory. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. — 73  cowkeepers  with  approximately  480  cows 
are  registered.  Milk  is  sent  by  rail  to  Leeds,  Hull,  Selby  and 
Goole.  It  is  retailed  in  small  receptacles  from  door-to-door  in 
the  larger  villages.  Under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment) 
Act,  1922,  all  keepers  and  purveyors  are  registered.  Inspections 
have  been  made  and  improvements  in  the  sanitary  conditions 
carried  out  : Five  cowsheds  were  provided  with  impervious  floors, 
channelled  and  drained,  sixteen  were  limewashed  and  cleaned  after 
notice.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  urged  the  use  of  cotton  wool 
mediums  for  filtering  purposes. 
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1.  No  action  taken  as  to  Tuberculous  Milk  and  Cattle. 

2.  No  licenses  granted  for  sale  of  Milk  under  Special  Desig- 
nations Order,  1923. 

3.  No  refusal  or  revocation  of  registration  of  retailers  or  of 
licenses  for  graded  milk. 

Meat — Notice  was  given  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  by  the 
butchers  of  their  regular  hours  of  slaughter.  There  are  20  private 
slaughter-houses  on  the  register  ; it  is  therefore  impossible  to  be 
present  in  every  case  at  the  weekly  slaughter,  but  visits  have 
been  paid  at  or  about  the  time,  and  on  non-slaughtering  days. 
Ill  visits  were  made  during  the  year.  All  condemned  meat  is 
disposed  of  by  burial — -the  only  means  available.  2,632  lbs.  were 
condemned  during  the  year.  All  butchers  have  been  notified  of 
the  requirements  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  and 
are  advised  to  take  precautions  against  its  contamination  by 
clothing,  flies,  or  dust  ; the  handling  of  it  by  customers,  and 
sending  it  out  to  customers  wrapped  in  grease-proof  paper  and 
not  in  open  baskets. 

Number  of  slaughter-houses  in  the  area  at  the  dates  mentioned  : 

1920  January,  1925  In  December,  1925 

Registered  18  20  20 

Licensed  Nil  Nil 

Other  Foods— Visits  are  paid  to  food-shops  in  the  district, 
which  are  of  a small  type.  Bakehouses  are  part  of  the  dwellings, 
with  the  exception  of  one  in  Howden,  which  is  modern  and  run 
on  hygienic  lines.  These  are  all  clean  and  well-kept. 

HOUSING. 

In  Howden  Town  there  is  a shortage  of  the  right  kind  of 
house  for  working  people  with  families.  Those  already  erected 
on  the  Hull  Road,  taking  into  consideration  rent,  rates  and  living 
expenses,  are  beyond  the  scope  of  an  ordinary  labourer.  In  many 
cases  married  sons  and  daughters  are  living  with  parents  until 
a suitable  house  can  be  obtained.  I must  also  point  out  that 
some  houses  in  the  district,  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation,  are  still  occupied  owing  to  the  scarcity.  Having  no 
building  bye-laws,  wooden  buildings  are  being  erected  in  nearly 
every  part  of  the  district  without  regard  to  water  or  drainage. 

The  general  standard  of  house  is  fairly  good  in  the  area, 
being  brick  and  tile  dwellings.  The  defects  chiefly  found  are 
faulty  roofs  and  dampness  due  in  the  main  to  the  absence  of 
damp-proof  courses.  Many  of  these  can  be  remedied  by  landlords. 

Subsidy  houses  numbering  37  (13  erected  during  the  year) 
have  been  built  by  private  enterprise  under  the  Housing  Act  of 
1923.  The  Council  during  the  year  increased  the  amount  of 


12 


subsidy  from  £76/18/6  to  £90  in  the  hope  that  it  would  en- 
courage the  building  of  houses. 

There  have  been  no  inspections  under  the  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Act,  1909,  during  the  year. 

Housing  Statistics  for  the  Year  1925. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  ( b ) ).  ...  18 

( b ) With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ,.. 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

1.  Unfit  dwelling-houses. 

Inspection  — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  325 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910, 

or  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  danger- 
ous or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation... 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  43 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Poviers. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  section  3 of  the  Plousing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices 

[a)  By  owners  ... 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of 
intention  to  close 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : — ..  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(а)  By  owners  ... 

(б)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

C. — Proceedings  under  sections  11,  14,  and  15  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the  making 

of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling-houses  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  Nil 
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The  Adoptive  Acts  in  force  are  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk- 
shops  Order,  1885  ; Part  III.  Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act, 
1890  ; The  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889  ; Parts 
III.  and  IV.  of  the  Public  Health  (Amendment  Act,  1907,  in- 
cluding the  diseases  known  as  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  and  Acute 
Poliomyelitis. 

Public  Health  Staff. — Part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
a full-time  Sanitary  Inspector  holding  a certificate  of  the  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute,  a State-certificated  Matron  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  allowed  a motor  cycle  for  his  work. 
Owing  to  the  new  regulations  regarding  Milk  and  Meat  in  this 
large  area,  and  the  carrying  out  of  the  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Act,  1909,  there  is  a great  amount  of  travelling  to  be 
done,  and  in  wintry  weather  a cycle  is  of  little  use  on  the  roads. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  BROWN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


Summary  op  Sanitary  Work  completed  during  the  Year  1925. 


Number  of  visits  paid  ...  ... 

„ visits  in  connection  with  Infectious  Diseases  ... 

„ Statutory  Notices  served 

„ Preliminary  Notices  served 


...  1873 

81 

73 


Summary  op  Work  done  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts. 


Number 

of  houses  inspected  ...  

• • * 

» • • 

• • • 

325 

91 

Notices  served 

• • • 

• • • 

48 

n 

houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

43 

99 

houses  voluntarily  closed  by  owners 

• • • 

... 

1 

15 

houses  where  dampness  has  been  remedied 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

91 

houses  erected 

. 4 • 

• • • 

18 

51 

houses  in  course  of  erection 

• • • 

• • • 

18 

99 

houses  where  troughing  has  been  provided  or 

repaired 

11 

91 

yard  surfaces  paved 

. • • 

• • • 

• • • 

5 

91 

chimneys  repaired 

• • • 

0 • • 

. . . 

11 

91 

outbuildings  repaired 

• • • 

• • . 

• • • 

3 

19 

coppers  provided  or  repaired 

. . • 

• • • 

2 

91 

stoves  provided  or  repaired 

SE WARAGrE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

• • • 

• • • 

16 

Number 

of  pail  closets  erected  (additional  accommodation) 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

99 

privies  repaired 

• • • 

1 

99 

privies  converted  to  the  pail  system 

• • • 

• • • 

11 

99 

defective  sanitary  pails  renewed  ... 

• • • 

. • • 

36 

99 

new  drains  constructed 

... 

... 

• • • 

20 

91 

drains  re-laid 

• • • 

... 

... 

2 

99 

blocked  drains  cleared 

... 

36 

99 

yard  drains  improved 

• • • 

• . • 

• . • 

3 

SCHOOLS. 


Number  of  visits  to  school  premises  ...  

„ schools  disinfected 

„ schools  where  managers  have  been  requested  to  convert  privies 

to  the  pail  system 


12 

2 

1 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  analysis 

„ houses  provided  with  cisterns  or  tanks  ... 

„ wells  repaired 

„ pumps  repaired  ...  

„ new  wells  sunk  


16 

3 

7 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


Number  of  houses  disinfected  ..  ...  28 

,,  houses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

„ ashpits  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

„ sanitary  dust-bins  provided...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

,,  dust-bins  replaced  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  offensive  accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

„ nuisances  caused  by  the  improper  keeping  of  animals  abated  1 

,,  visits  to  food  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

,,  visits  to  workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

,,  visits  to  common  lodging-shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

„ visits  to  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops  ...  ...  ...  141 

„ cowsheds  where  drainage  has  been  improved  ...  ...  *•'  5 

,,  cowsheds  limewashed  after  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

,,  cowkeepers  registered  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

„ visits  to  slaughter-houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  411 

,,  slaughter-houses  cleansed  after  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  lbs.  of  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  ...  2632 

,,  loads  of  house  and  privy  refuse  removed  ( per  Howden 

Scavenging  Contractor  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  829 

„ nuisances  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  203 

nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  172 


KENNETH  MONTGOMERY, 

A. R. San. I.,  M.S.I.A., 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 


Market  Place, 

Howden. 
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